Method for the measurement of plasma dehydroepiandrosterone by gas-liquid chromatography with electron capture detection.
A method is described for the measurement of plasma dehydroepiandrosterone, as the iodomethyldimethylsilyl ether derivative, by gas-liquid chromatography and electron capture detection using the relatively new and highly stable stationary phase Dexsil 300. Preliminary purification of the plasma extract was required and alumina column chromatography was utilised, both before and after derivatization of the steroid extract. Specificity, precision, sensitivity and accuracy were all satisfactory. The method was used to study the relationship between age and the level of plasma dehydroepiandrosterone in a group of normal women. A significant negative correlation was observed.